
AMPLEFORTH COLLEGE GOLF CLUB (www.ampleforthgolf.co.uk) 

NEWSLETTER – 12 June 2015 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The AGM was held last month and attended by 15 members.   After 21 years as Chairman 
of the Club, Richard York stepped down and Ken Harris was elected to replace him.   As 
you are no doubt aware, Richard has been an outstanding chairman.    Meticulous in 
attention to detail, quiet but determined approach and wise counsel have prevailed over 
many years and the Club has prospered under his guidance.   His is a hard act to follow 
but we welcome Ken and will support him all we can. 

The AGM re-elected Andy Bucklee as Honorary Secretary and Treasurer and ratified Colin 
Ithurralde as Captain, Margaret Warriner as Lady Vice-Captan, Steve Hustwick as Vice-
Captain and Judith Ithurralde as Lady Vice-Captain.  Adrian Smith continues as our 
Handicap Secretary.  The meeting thanked Tim Smith for his work last year as Captain 
and special thanks were given to Miles Skehan, our greenkeeper for his splendid work and 
enthusiasm.  The course is in great shape. 

Other members of the committee were elected:  Betty Gilbert, Mike Skehan and Pat 
Thompson. 

The annual accounts were accepted, which indicated that the Club’s finances were in good 
shape.  The minutes of the meeting plus accounts can be viewed on the website or in the 
clubhouse. 

CAPTAINS’ DAY 

Captains' Day will follow a similar format to last year. The aim will be to get all the golf, 
food and prize-giving completed in one go, with tee times ranging from 7.30 am to 9.50 am 
with lunch and prizes finishing at 3pm. We hope and will assume (unless notified 
otherwise) that everyone will be able to stay for the whole event, including the BBQ. 
 
Bacon butties, cakes and refreshments will be provided by the Club and Captains and 
members are asked to contribute £8 (on the day) for the BBQ.  All drinks are free of 
charge. 
 
There will be the usual target golf and putting competitions along with nearest the pin and 
longest drive. Tee off times are in groups of 3. Please either sign the tee off sheet in the 
Clubhouse or book tee off times by email or by phone (01439 788274). A copy of the sign 
in sheet is below.  Please note that tee times of 8.30 and 8.40 are reserved for those 
wishing to play only 9 holes. 
 
Please note that all groups are required to take a short halfway break with the Captains so 
we can get the whole field out on the course.  People teeing off at 9.20am and after are 
asked to complete the putting before starting their rounds. Target chipping will take place 
around the practice green adjacent to the 7th hole after players have completed the 7th 
hole and before playing the 8th hole. 
  



CAPTAINS’ DAY SUNDAY 28TH JUNE 
 

SIGNUP SHEET 
 
Tee off time Back 9 Player 1 Player 2 Player 3 

7.30 10.00    

7.40 10.10    

7.50 10.20     

8.00 10.30  Tudor Thomas John Price  

8.10 10.40     

8.20 10.50     

8.30 9 holes only    

8.40 9 holes only     

8.50 11.20     

9.00 11.30     

9.10 11.40    

9.20 11.50    

9.30 12.00     

9.40 12.10     

9.50 12.20     

 



FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

I am very happy and proud to have been elected Chairman of our Golf Club. Following 
Richard York is a hard act but I hope to carry on bringing the same enthusiasm and 
dedication to the role. 

The Club is going through a difficult period, in common with many other Clubs, where we 
have lost a number of members, many of whom were regulars at our competitions and 
events. The reasons are many and varied but our challenge, and when I say our, I mean 
all of us who care for the Club, is to try and recruit friends or acquaintances to this quite 
unique golf club. 

Please try and play in as many Competitions as you can and encourage others to do so. 

We have the Course looking wonderful, a good Clubhouse and a well run Club, please 
spread the word and help us to keep this little treasure alive. 

I look forward to seeing you out on the Course and assure you of my maximum effort in my 
new role. 

Ken Harris. 

THE COMING YEAR 

Path to First Tee 

A path from the course entrance gate to the first tee will be constructed this Autumn.  It will 
be slightly longer but less steep than the present one but will benefit from the asphalt 
shavings surface and ensure, during and following inclement weather, a drier and firmer 
approach to the first tee. 

Drainage, Paths and Tees 

The mole drainage that has been inserted in the first fairway and below the first green has 
been very successful and will be extended.  Path construction to the 1st tee and 
maintenance of the walkways from the 5th green through the woods and from the 1st 
green to the ladies 2nd tee were other priorities for the year.   The new 12th tee would be 
brought into use in the next month. 
 
Tidier 9th 

The out of bounds bank to the north of the first fairway has been cleared and is being 
planted with bulbs that should provide a floral display throughout the season.  Any 
suggestions for improvements to the course should be communicated to Miles, myself or 
any committee member. 

MEMBERSHIP 

We have 119 members at present, which is 31 less than we need to sustain a healthy 
Club.   We need more members and we need more members to play in competitions.  
Please evangelise and be a recruitment officer for the Club.  Adverts and flyers are all very 
well, but face to face contact is the best way to attract more members.  Please do your 



best to attract players on to our excellent course and into our Club. 

FEES 

This year, we have managed to keep green fees relatively static and increased 
membership fees by a modest 4%.   However, unless our membership picks up and more 
people want to pay and play, we may need to make some difficult decisions regarding fees 
next year.   We are not there yet but we do need to generate more income. 

FOR HIRE 

The Club possesses enough equipment to support social events at the Club and 
elsewhere.  We have crockery, cutlery, glassware, tables, chairs, rice cooker and crockpot.  
If you would like to borrow any of these or use the clubhouse for a social event, please 
contact me.  There will be a modest charge towards Club Funds. 

CONCLUSION 

The best wood in your bag is also the cheapest, it is called the “pencil”. 

I wish you all a happy and rewarding season of golf. 

 

Ian Henley 
Manager 

 

 


