
AMPLEFORTH COLLEGE GOLF CLUB (www.ampleforthgolf.co.uk) 

NEWSLETTER – 18th March 2016 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

With the winter fast disappearing and the new golfing season almost upon us, it is a 
wonderful moment to write to all of our members with a welcome. 
 
We enter the financial year for our Club, still in reasonable shape although in need of more 
revenue in all sections. Our Competition fees for the year are down on budget, as are our 
Membership fees, so please spread the word about how good value our course is and 
please try to enter as many competitions as you can this year. 
  
Our green fees are ahead of budget, which indicates that we are attracting more 
occasional golfers and visitors from other courses.  We have fixed the Membership fees at 
last years rate and made a small adjustment to our green fees, all of which we hope will 
improve our revenue for the year. 
 
The fixture list has been completed and should be with you once you have renewed your 
membership.  I hope that it meets with everyone's approval and your comments are 
welcome. 
 
The course has been through an atrocious spell of wet weather but looking at it now you 
would not believe it. Miles has been pushed to the limit to keep it open for us all this 
Winter, but his sterling work, coupled with Adrian's support will be on display again this 
season.  
 
We do have a unique Golf Club in many ways and you can rest assured that we in the 
Committee are most aware of this and will always strive to maintain the standards.  
Adverts have been placed in local magazines for the Ryedale and Easingwold areas but, 
like we always say, personal recommendations are best so please, please help if you can 
by telling as many friends and acquaintances as possible about this friendly little club of 
ours. 
 
My best wishes to you all for the 2016 season and may your golf flourish. 

FROM THE MANAGER 

Club Fees.   As the Chairman has said, there has been an adjustment to our green fees.  
The committee decided that the minimum green fee should be £10 regardless of holes 
played for all except juniors under 14.   This applies to all, including guests signed in by 
members.  However, that £10 entitles the signed in guest to play for the whole day, not just 
9 holes.  

In a bid to attract more members from the College and St Martin’s, Ampleforth, we have 
introduced a new membership category for College Staff Members this year giving a 50% 
discount.   We are also permitting all members to pay by monthly statements through their 
banks.  There is no admin fee attached to this, but members using this scheme are asked 
to commit to 12 monthly payments. 



 

If you have not already done so, may I urge you to renew your membership early and by 
1st April.   As you are probably aware, competition entries are only accepted from players 
who are current members at the time.   

Saturday Mornings.   I endeavour to be at the Clubhouse every Saturday morning from 
9.15 to 12.30 to chat to members, provide bacon butties or even a breakfast and to carry 
out my weekly stock check.  

Security.   Last year the Payment of Fees Honesty Box was broken into and money 
stolen.  Regrettably, the last several stock checks have revealed that snacks have been 
taken without payment from within the Clubroom.  This may be due to oversights on the 
part of consumers but it has become too regular to ignore.  Consequently, we are installing 
CCTV in both the clubroom and the foyer.  We very much regret having to do this but I am 
sure you will understand that the Club cannot afford to lose funds, when we need as much 
income as possible in order to keep fees down. 

Incoming Captains.   I am delighted to inform members that Steve Hustwick and Judith 
Ithurralde agreed and were accepted by the Committee as Captains from 1st April.  These 
appointments are subject to ratification at the Annual General Meeting.   

Annual General Meeting.   The AGM will be held in the Clubhouse on 10th May at 8 pm.   
It is, of course, open to all members.  I will send out an agenda closer to the date. 

FROM THE HANDICAP AND COMPETITIONS’ SECRETARY 

The update to Handicap Master with all the 2016 rule changes has arrived and seems to 
be fine. The Club has decided to go with the new recommended 90% allowance in 4BBB 
events.   Another small point to note is that it is no longer against the competition rules to 
carry a device capable of more than measuring distance - you just have to agree to use 
only the distance-measuring capability!   Also, local rules have been amended such that 
the new track to the first tee is “Out of Bounds.” 
 
FOR HIRE 

A group of us recently held a splendid meal in the Clubhouse following a round of golf.  
The Club possesses enough equipment to support such social events at the Club and 
elsewhere.  We have crockery, cutlery, glassware, tables, chairs, rice cooker and crockpot;  
in fact everything needed for a “good do.”  If you would like to borrow any of these or use 
the clubhouse for a social event, please contact me.  There will be a modest charge 
towards Club Funds. 

Ian Henley 
Manager 

 

 


