
AMPLEFORTH COLLEGE GOLF CLUB (www.ampleforthgolf.co.uk) 

NEWSLETTER – 16th July 2016 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Member, 
 
Following our latest Committee Meeting and with the second half of the year upon us, it 
seems an appropriate time to contact you with the latest news from your Club. 
 
As you will have seen, if you have been playing lately, the course is in a great condition. 
The fairways are looking really good and playing well and the greens are as good as you 
will find in most top golf clubs plus a new Tee has been opened for competitions on the 
12th  
 
Whilst the course is a good challenge for all standards of golfer, modifications have been 
made over the last winter and spring to make it less punitive to the average golfer. Certain 
trees have been removed, lower branches taken off and fairways shaped. Much hard work 
by our Greenkeeper and his part time assistants has made our course one that is admired 
by all who visit us. 
 
The Clubhouse now provides hot and cold drinks plus certain other refreshments and it is 
available should you wish to bring a group to play at the club.   Food can be arranged by 
contacting the Manager and our barbecues this year have proved very successful. 
However, for all that I have just written, we have seen a decline in membership and in the 
numbers of members playing in competitions. 
 
I know that many golf clubs are experiencing similar problems but we are a small club, one 
that prides itself on being a friendly, inclusive club and therefore the decline is felt more 
severely. 
We put together a program each year that we hope provides enough variety for all 
members but we are always open to suggestions. 
 
At our committee meeting this week we made the decision to run a monthly, 9 hole, 
“rolling” Stableford competiton in which all can participate by playing as many times in the 
month as desired and entering the best card. Entry will be £2 a time, one pound will go to 
the club and the other pound will provide the “pot” for the winner. Obviously a partner will 
be needed but it is hoped that it will enable those who find a Sunday difficult to play 
because now they will be able to play at a time of their choosing.   So, from 1st August, if 
you wish to participate, enter the fee in the competition envelope in the usual way and 
your scorecard in the box annotated Rolling Stableford. 
 
For competitions, we are also going to instigate a system of “online booking”, therefore 
overcoming the problem of having to go to the Club house to sign in. It is hoped that this 
will help everyone and also prevent the occasional “jam” on the first when members just 
turn up without any notification on the booking sheet.  Adrian will advise when the system 
is up and running. 
 
We have run a campaign in the two local magazines, aiming at the Ryedale and 
Hambleton areas and these appear to have helped attract more visitors and even some 
new members.  But, and this is of most importance, we need more members if we want to 
carry on providing the type of improvements I have mentioned and maintaining the club 



that we have all enjoyed over the years. 
 
Please try to come to our competitions and also participate in the club events thus helping 
to maintain the friendly family feeling of this great little club. 
 
Spread the word to all and sundry, we never tire of telling everyone how great Ampleforth 
College Golf Club is. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on the course. 
 
Ken Harris  
 
FROM THE MANAGER 

Greensomes 20 July.   Please note that this WILL BE a shotgun start at 5 pm. 

Trophy Competition Fees  This is a gentle reminder that the following competitions 
attract an entry fee of £3: 

Pairs, Mixed Pairs and Singles (the Singles entry also pays for the Plate). 

If you have not already paid, and a number of you haven’t,  please place your fee in a 
competition envelope annotated with the name of the competition, and place in the 
Honesty Box. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Gerard Thompson, who has hit a “purple patch.”   An Eagle on 9th hole 
in the Evening Stableford on 6th July was followed by a hole in one on the 7th hole in the 
Grimston Cup on 17th July. 

REMINDER - FOR HIRE 

A group of us recently held a splendid meal in the Clubhouse following a round of golf.  
The Club possesses enough equipment to support such social events at the Club and 
elsewhere.  We have crockery, cutlery, glassware, tables, chairs, rice cooker and crockpot;  
in fact everything needed for a “good do.”  If you would like to borrow any of these or use 
the clubhouse for a social event, please contact me.  There will be a modest charge 
towards Club Funds.   In addition, society days may take advantage of the all the facilities 
we have, and I am always happy to organise the food, drink etc if asked 

Ian Henley 
Manager 

 

 


